Development of Bite Impression

Technique for Use in Identification of
Missine and Unknown Children
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he issue of missing and abused

children has received much
attention in local and national media.
Although forensic dentists have long
been involved in identification of
unidentified persons, only recently
have private practitioners become in-
terested and involved in dental-
charting programs

Although chartings have been in-

strumental in making an identifica-
tion in many cases, children’s dental
records have not been able to provide
adequate descriptive characteristics in
the absence of caries and restorations.
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figures commonly quoted including:
“between one and two-million
children run away annually; parental
kidnappings account for about
100,000 to 150,000 disappearances a
year; 50,000 children are abducted by
strangers each year.’

Every hour, 205 American children
are reported missing, which means
4,920 per day. In Massachusetts
alone, there are an estimated 30,000
runaways of which 1,600 to 4,500
children have vanished without a
trace each year.
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Connolly signed into existence New
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(K. I D.S.) as a nonprofit corporatlon
At the same time, Secretary
Connolly was named New England
K.I.D.S's first honorary chairman,
giving the organization statewide
recognition and credibility.

New England K.I.D.S. provides
parents with the means of establishing
identification records (in the form of
fingerprints, photographs, dental
charting, or teeth-bite impressions
and written descriptive information).
Each identification kit is returned to
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